
 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
~_.

75 Ita.tho". Str.M
san Fr"W;IKO. CA 14105-3101

A\IiUSlIl. 1996

Mr. Alfredo E. Pimi
Laboralory Director
Week Laboratorie$, Inc.
14859 E. Clark Avenue
Industry, CA 91745

Dear Mr. Pierri:

SUBJECf: Alternate Test Pro<:edure (ATP) Method Approval

The purpose oflhis !ettn- is to notify)'(111 thal U.S. EPA Region IX i5 granting approV1ll
10 usc: EPA Method 200.' (ICP-MS) for lIIlllIysis ofNPDES Qlmpliance $lIlllpies for alwtUnLml.
antimony. arsmic, lmium. beryllium. f;a(\miLml. chromium. cobaIL coppa, kad. rnangAA"'SC.

mereuI')',lftOlyhde:oum. oickeI., .knium. silva, thalliwn. van.dium. and ritIC. This kUn i5 in
IdpOidC to your limite4-use (()(lIt\IDCttiailaboratory) A.IImlate Tesl f'rou:dure (ATP)
application letter of July 23, 1996. Approval is limited to wort performed &I yow IabontOf)' in
IndllSlry. CaJifom~ for NPDES disdoargcs in Stales ~ithin Reaion IX (Ari7.ona, CaJifornia.
Hawaii. Nevada. Guam. Saiplln. Palau. and Aml:rican Samoa) and is inclusl\'e ofwort~y
performed for ViC10r Valley Wasle'oOo-ater Reclamation Authority under NPDES pennit nwnbcr
CAOl02822.

Application for and approval of ATP, are allowed ulldcr 40 CFR Part 136.4-5. Limited­
usc ATP applicalioll'll rcqui«: the applicant to perfonn a study comparing the proposed method to
a promulgated procedure (40 CFR Part 136) using Sllrllples of the NPDES pern.illcd wastewater.
This data is submitted (through the State and Region) to the EPA National ExposlU"e Research
Labonllory in Cincinnati (NERL-CI). formerly kno""ll as Environmental Monitoring Systl:TTlS
LaboralOTy in Cincinnati (EMSL-CI). for technical and comparability r!:vie.....,. Based on the
rnu1tina m:ommcndation ofNERL-CI. the Assistant Regional Administrator has final authority
for approval of limital-use A1l's.

Method 200.8 has been validated by NERLoCl for nation...ldc: usc: in NPDES monitoring,
but has not )'ef been published in the fcdnaI RegjS" WIder 40 cm Part 136· Guido:lines
Establishing Tesl ProccdIftS for the Analysis o(PollutanlS Under the Clean Water Act. Until
the nxtbod i5 published, NERL-CI has deIermined thal a limited-use ATP Qlmpari_ study for
Method 200.1 would be a duplieation ofeffort, becaux the method has already bern validated
for nation.....ide use. Accordin&!y. y(lll ha,-c not been mjuimi to perform a full metbod
compari~ study.



NERL-CI has recommended thaI Regions approvc the usc ofMclhod 200.8 on a casc-by­
case basis for those NPDES permiltees and commcrciallalxlrlllories (James Longbouom, U.S.
EPA NERL-Cl 11103/92 communication) who have demonstrnted ability to use it We found
that tl!<: perfOl'TllilnCe data submitted for analrses ofaluminum. antimony. arsenic. barium.
bo:ryl1iwn. cadmium. chromium. coball. topper, lead. manganese. mercury. molybdenum. nickel,
selenium. silver. lhallium. vanadium, and zinc meets this requiremenl.

Please eontact Varn.:e Fong, Chief of the Quality Assurancc Mll!IlIgcmcnt &ction. at
(415) 744-1492 if you have any questions TCJ;arding this notice,

Sincerely.

2l.~M~tt It) 1--
A$Sistant Regional Administrator
for Policy and M!lI\ll&emcnl

<;<;: Ken Greenberg, Chief, NPDES Compliance Section (W-S-)
Bob Wills, Chief, J>retreaunem Program and Compliance Seclion (W-S·2)
U.S. EPA Region IX

James Longbottom, Senior Science Advisor
James O'Dell, ATP Chemist
U.S. EPA NERL-CI

George Kulasin~. Assistant Chief
Richard Spinner. Laboratory Supervisor
California Environmental LaborlltOl'y Acc",diullion 1'Tognun


